My Jeuney

Growing up in ministry presented itself with many obstacles. I came up in a quite different
setting from where I am now. I had been a member of a particular church/organization for
about 33 years. During this time, I would attend church with my mother and siblings. My
Mother made sure her children went to church and knew the way of the Lord. When we were
not at church, there were certain days that she would wake us up early in the mornings to
read and study the Word of God before she went off to work. My siblings and I were also a
part of the church choir. We were also required to attend various youth group activities. My
point in saying this is that my mother followed the way of the Lord with all her heart, and her
desire was to raise her children according to Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a child in the way he
should go and when he is old, he will not depart from it” (NKJV).

AsIreached my teen years, I sang in the choir and remained faithful in going to church. I
also enrolled in college and received my degree in Christian studies. Eventually, I became the
Youth Bible Study teacher and taught our youth a Foundational Study of the Word of God. I
found that the more I studied the Word of God, the more God opened my eyes to his Truth.
My relationship with the Lord grew stronger and stronger, and I desired to experience more
of his presence, anointing, and power. Therefore, I decided to spend more time in our local
Christian Bookstore, reading, studying, and watching different videotapes of various speakers
to gain more knowledge and understanding about the Lord’s Word. I later came across one
particular tape that really stayed with me, so I purchased this set from a major conference.
After I left the Christian Bookstore, I went home and began to watch one specific woman of
God who intrigued me in the series.

After viewing the Lord’s message through this woman of God, the Lord continued to show
me the same woman of God in my dreams. My dreams and the Lord’s calling led me to follow
her ministry through tapes, CDs, and television broadcasts. I also began attending her confer-
ences and flying to different revivals in other states, where she would minister. I enjoyed this
anointed experience, as it was significantly different from what I had previously experienced.



As the time came closer for me to leave the ministry I grew up in (which was very di fficult
for me), the Lord continued showing me this woman of God. However, due to my lack of
under- standing regarding direction, I remained in my former church a little longer than I
should have. Shortly after, the Lord sent another person to help me understand the direction
He was telling me to go.

While at work one day, we had a guest speaker come into our office. At this time, I had
just returned from this same woman of God’s Conference. The speaker at work introduced
herself and said, “I would like for everyone else to introduce themselves and share a
personal unknown fact with the rest of the group.” When it was my turn to introduce
myself, I said, “Hello, my name is Valeria Murphy. I am very shy, and I am a Minister.”. After
class, the guest speaker called me up and shared her testimony regarding the same woman
of God that I frequently saw in my dreams. I had not told this speaker or anyone else about
my dreams re- garding the woman of God. Nevertheless, this speaker explained to me that I
was drawn to the woman of God’s ministry for a reason. She then asked if she could hold
my hands and pray with me for my ministry. I responded, yes, and we prayed.



